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Statement on the passing of Danny Murphy

Coiste Chontae an Dúin and everyone associated with Down GAA are saddened this morning to hear of the death of Danny Murphy. 
Danny was an outstanding servant to Burren, Down, Ulster and to the GAA as a whole.
Danny Murphy gave a lifetime of service to the GAA at all levels. He took pride in playing our games, representing Burren as a goalkeeper and in his hurling days with Rostrevor and Warrenpoint.  His commitment to the Association meant that when his playing career finished, it was a natural step for Danny to become involved as an administrator, firstly with his club Burren, then with Down and onwards to his outstanding service and leadership to Ulster GAA. 

As an administrator with Down GAA, Danny Murphy was without equal. He served as County Assistant Secretary, acting as Fixtures Secretary where he first developed his encyclopaedic knowledge of the rule book.  He progressed to serve as Down delegate to the Ulster Council, a path that would eventually take him to the Presidency and office of CEO of the Provincial Council.

In 1991 Danny Murphy was elected County Chairman and had an immediate impact. Here he displayed his attributes as a true leader, making the tough calls and prepared to deliver on them.  There is no doubt that Danny’s leadership as County Chairman was a key factor in our All Ireland success of 1991. There are several iconic images of Danny captured during that year, including one during the All Ireland Semi Final against Kerry when he acted as a stretcher bearer in Croke Park for the injured Peter Withnell. That image typified Danny - no task was beyond him.  Through his distinguished career, he would never ask anyone to do something that he wasn’t prepared to do himself. 

Danny Murphy played a key role with many Down teams over decades.  As well as serving as an U21 manager at one stage, he was part of the senior management team with his great friend James McCartan that guided Down to a National League title in 1983.  Having finished his term as County Chairman in 1994, he joined Pete McGrath’s management team as a selector as they led their county to a fifth All-Ireland success.

As Provincial Secretary, Danny was a source of support and guidance to clubs and officers in Down.  He always displayed a great affection for his native county and his wisdom and knowledge were invaluable to all who encountered him or called on his guidance. We were very proud of Danny and all of his achievements.
Down County Chairman Sean Rooney said that today that “the GAA has lost a great leader and Down has lost one of our favourite sons.  Danny was a Burren man and a Down man; one of our own, who always gave of his very best for the Association.  He served at all levels with great distinction and the impact of his service and leadership as well as his legacy will be evident within and beyond the GAA.”
Go ndéana Dia trócaire ar a anam uasal.
Ar son Coiste Chontae an Dúin.


